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observed the expert's demeanor on the witness stand, and considered the substance of his 

testimony. It found that he did not come to the case with an open mind. The government's 

expert essentially testified that no amount of evidence could persuade him that the police dealt 

unfairly with Black motorists. He criticized Moore's expert for using a statistical method that he 

himself had used. And he could not suggest any legitimate reason for the disproportionate effect 

of traffic stops on Richmond's Black drivers. The Court rejected his testimony and sees no 

reason to reconsider its finding. 

Third, the government suggests that RPD officers stop a lot of Black motorists because 

they are executing some sort of grand strategy to stop crime in parts of Richmond with a high 

Black population. This argument fails for three reasons. First, the government presented no 

evidence that such a strategy exists. Second, the government presented no evidence that 

stopping drivers cuts down the number of crimes committed. Third, the existence of this 

undisclosed strategy does not begin to explain another undisputed fact in the record: RPO 

officers disproportionately stop Black drivers in predominately white sections of the City, as well 

as in predominately Black communities. This cannot be part of the City's supposed anticrime 

strategy. 

The Court notes that the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services has released 

new information suggesting a gradual decrease in the percentage of traffic stops of Black drivers. 

See Luca Powell, Police Pulling Over Fewer Black Drivers, Richmond Times-Dispatch, March 

11, 2024, at A 1-A2. This new information takes the air out of the argument that the police use 

traffic stops to quell crime in the City. In any event, the evidence in this case revealed that, in 

the six months leading up to Moore's arrest, Black drivers were over five times as likely to be 

stopped in Richmond than white motorists. And the government never supplemented the 
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